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be acted upon by the Commission in a 
timely manner. 
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Subpart A—Protection and En-
hancement of Environmental 
Quality 

§ 10010.1 Purpose. 
This Subpart establishes the Com-

mission’s policies for complying with 
Title 1 of the National Environmental 
Policy Act of 1969, as amended (42 
U.S.C. 4321–4347) (NEPA); Section 2 of 
Executive Order 11514, Protection and 
Enhancement of Environmental Qual-
ity, as amended by Executive Order 
11991; and the regulations of the Coun-
cil on Environmental Quality (CEQ) 
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implementing the procedural provi-
sions of NEPA (40 CFR parts 1500 
through 1508). 

§ 10010.2 Policy. 

It is the policy of the Commission: 
(a) To provide leadership in pro-

tecting and enhancing those aspects of 
the quality of the Nation’s environ-
ment which relate to or may be af-
fected by the Commission’s policies, 
goals, programs, plans, or functions in 
furtherance of national environmental 
policy; 

(b) To use all practicable means to 
improve, coordinate, and direct its 
policies, plans, functions, programs, 
and resources in furtherance of na-
tional environmental goals; 

(c) To interpret and administer, to 
the fullest extent possible, the policies, 
regulations, and public laws of the 
United States administered by the 
Commission in accordance with the 
policies of NEPA; 

(d) To consider and give significant 
weight to environmental factors, along 
with other essential considerations, in 
developing proposals and making deci-
sions in order to achieve a proper bal-
ance between the development and uti-
lization of natural, cultural, and 
human resources and the protection 
and enhancement of environmental 
quality; 

(e) To consult, coordinate, and co-
operate with other Federal agencies 
and State, local, and Indian tribal gov-
ernments in the development and im-
plementation of the Commission’s 
plans and programs affecting environ-
mental quality and, in turn, to provide 
to the fullest extent practicable, these 
entities with information concerning 
the environmental impacts of their re-
spective plans and programs; 

(f) To provide, to the fullest extent 
practicable, timely information to the 
public to better assist in understanding 
the Commission’s plans and programs 
affecting environmental quality and to 
facilitate their involvement in the de-
velopment of such plans and programs; 
and 

(g) To cooperate with and assist the 
CEQ. 

§ 10010.3 General responsibilities. 
The following responsibilities reflect 

the Commission’s decision that the of-
ficials responsible for making program 
decisions are also responsible for tak-
ing the requirements of NEPA into ac-
count in those decisions and will be 
held accountable for that responsi-
bility: 

(a) Executive Director. (1) Is the 
Commission’s focal point on NEPA 
matters and is responsible for over-
seeing the Commission’s implementa-
tion of NEPA. 

(2) Serves as the Commission’s prin-
ciple contact with the CEQ. 

(3) Assigns to Commission staff the 
responsibilities outlined in this part. 

(4) Must comply with the provisions 
of NEPA, E.O. 11514 as amended, the 
CEQ regulations, and this part. 

(5) Will interpret and administer, to 
the fullest extent possible, the policies, 
regulations, and public laws of the 
United States administered under the 
Commission’s jurisdiction in accord-
ance with the policies of NEPA. 

(6) Will continue to review the Com-
mission’s statutory authorities, admin-
istrative regulations, policies, pro-
grams, and procedures, in order to 
identify any deficiencies or inconsist-
encies therein which prohibit or limit 
full compliance with the intent, pur-
pose, and provisions of NEPA and, in 
consultation with the Department of 
the Interior Office of the Solicitor, 
shall take or recommend, as appro-
priate, corrective actions as may be 
necessary to bring these authorities 
and policies into conformance with the 
intent, purpose, and procedures of 
NEPA. 

(7) Will monitor, evaluate, and con-
trol on a continuing basis the Commis-
sion’s activities so as to protect and 
enhance the quality of the environ-
ment. Such activities will include 
those directed to conserving and en-
hancing the environment and designed 
to accomplish other program objec-
tives which may affect the quality of 
the environment. The Executive Direc-
tor will develop programs and meas-
ures to protect and enhance environ-
mental quality and assess progress in 
meeting the specific objectives of such 
activities as they affect the quality of 
the environment. 
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